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February 7, 2002

Richard Greenberg
Dateline NBC

30 Rockefdler Plaza
New York, NY 10112

Dear Mr. Greenberg:

| am witing in reponse to you invitaion for an on-camera interview on your upcoming
Dateline NBC tdecag. Thank you for the opportunity to participaie; we gppreciate your efforts
to be far and belanced. As you know, we have endeavored to cooperate with you and your gaff
asyouworkedto pu the program together.

Regardng your reques for a spokesperson, we recently brought it before the Governing
Body of Jehovah' s Witneses and they regectfuly dedined as it woud appear to pit brother
agpind brother and this is not the Chrigian wey to reslve dfferences We do not fed tha a
nationwice televison progam is the forum in which to dscuss dfferences in viewpoint between
members of our rdigon. In this gdtuetion, you have rdated to us that you paticipants are
primarily indviduels who gill regard themsdves as Jehovah' s Witneses We therefore do not
view them as adversxries but as indviduals whose views and opinions shoud be heard within
the framework of the congeggtion, or church, and not in front of a naionwide teevison
adence. This woud be in harmony with what the apogle Pau admonished, as recorded in the
Bibe a 1 Corinthians 1:10, “tha you shoud dl ek in agreement, and that there shoud not be
dvisons among you, bu that you be fitly united in the same mind and in the same line of
thought.” Ouw Coverning Body is willing to reolve dfferences of opinion within the framenork
of the congregetion and accordngto Sripturd principles

This is not to sy tha Jhovah s Withesses ae opposd to the idea of on-camera
interviens in generd; however, it is not fet gppropriate in this crcumgance. Again, we want to
thank youfor your invitation, and we ask that you underdand our reesonsfor not acceptingit.

Sncerdly,
S J. R. Brown
Director

Office of Pudic Information
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