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Kazakhstan General Prosecutor’s Office
stands up for religious freedom

Kazakhstan—With today’s decision, the supervisory collegium of the |&yday Regional Court has
restored religious freedom for Jehovah’'s Witnesses in the Kwgdayl®egion. This decision came
following protests initiated by the General Prosecutor’s Office of tipeiBe of Kazakhstan.

Earlier this year, the courts in Kyzylorda, Shymkent and Sasyagadered the activity of local
Jehovah’'s Witness communities to be suspended for six months becausadlgathered for worship
outside the official addresses of their legally registeregrorations. The Kazakhstan Constitution,
the Law on Religion and the legally registered charters lufudd’'s Witnesses’ communities provide
for conducting religious gatherings in a variety of locations, nahatlegal address only. In its
decision today, the supervisory collegium annulled the suspension ortles #yzylorda community.
The Southern Kazakhstan Regional Court was scheduled to review #eofahe Shymkent and
Saryagash communities also today but decided to adjourn the hearing until November 20, 2008.

Robert Shiebelgut, the chairman of the Shymkent community, said:afé&/éappy that our fellow
believers in the Kyzylorda Region can again meet for thagioels meetings freely, and we hope that
the court in Shymkent will make a similar decision next week. Wére convinced that our fellow
believers had not committed any crime when they met at ai@tivase, and we're very satisfied that
this was confirmed by the court today.”

These positive developments follow the directions from the Kazakhstaar&@ Prosecutor’s Office.
On October 28, 2008, the Religious Center of Jehovah’'s Witnesses irepldlR of Kazakhstan
received a letter from the General Prosecutor's Offibernming them about the supervisory protests.
The letter stated that the General Prosecutor had ordered ftlb@ategrosecutor offices in the
Southern Kazakhstan and Kyzylorda regions to “take measures tstpthte court decisions against
Jehovah’s Witnesses. It also advised the regional prosecutor'ssaBogell as their subordinates that
they “should not allow violations of the religious rights of people.” gkding to the General
Prosecutor’s Office, having religious gatherings outside the &lgiress does not in itself constitute
any violation of the law. In one of its recent decisions, the AtrRegional Court came to the same
conclusion.

Jehovah’s Witnesses rejoice over the upright stand taken by trekh&an General Prosecutor’s
Office and the supervisory collegium of the Kyzylorda Regional Court protetigngght for religious
freedom guaranteed by the Kazakhstan Constitution.
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