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Turkmenistan resumes prosecution of conscientiousgectors

ASHGABAT, TURKMENISTAN—After two years of relative peace, Jehovah’'s Withesses
in Turkmenistan face a recurring obstacle. On June 14, 2007, two yetogah's Witnesses,
Nuryagdy Gayyrov and Bayram Ashirgeldyyev, were taken inigtocly because of their
conscientious objection to military service. The investigatded that they are charged with evading
military service in violation of Article 219 (part 1) of ti@&iminal Code of Turkmenistan and that
their cases are being prepared for court.

Gayyrov already served a prison sentence for his conscienticastiobjseven years ago,
when he was just 19 years old. He was detained on December 16ah89®) January 19, 2000,
was sentenced to one year in prison. Although he was grantedipmmesgpril 14, 2000, he was not
released because he refused to take the oath of allegmative president. After 15 days of severe
punishment in an isolation cell, where he was beaten to unconsasusneral times by national
security officers, he was returned to the colony until hisassd on November 11, 2000. Indicting a
person, in this case a conscientious objector, a second timteefsarme offense after he has already
served a prison term for that offense violates all normsgafl Istandards and international human
rights.

For 20-year old Ashirgeldyyev, this is the first time he imfpéndicted.

Currently, both Gayyrov and Ashirgeldyyev are being held in a praimipretrial detention
unit in Ashgabat. Reportedly, the place is very crowded with 20eB8ons sharing a cell. Between
the overcrowding, the sweltering daytime heat, and the laakexfuate ventilation, the conditions in
the detention unit are deplorable.

Gayyrov and Ashirgeldyyev are deprived of any legal support osat¢oghe outside world.
Even their family members have not been allowed to visit tl&ayyrov's older brother—who is
not one of Jehovah’s Witnesses—has been called in for interrogatite lﬁ)'} Police Department,
which handles organized crime and terrorism. The authorities apmdse using harassment of
family members as another means to pressure the youngreerve in the military.

Gayyrov and Ashirgeldyyev are the first Jehovah’'s Witnesséace indictment on charges
of conscientious objection since April 16, 2005, when the lastinemgaWitness prisoners were
released under a special amnesty issued by Turkmenistamarfpresident.

Gayyrov, Nuryagdy Ahmedovich Ashirgeldyyev, Bayram Redzhepmuradovich
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