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Banning Jehovah’'s Witnesses will only help their acotity, says expert

MOSCOW—On Wednesday, March 3, 2004, final witnesses testified inriddetd ban
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Moscow. Professor Nikolai Vitalyevich Shalafrtve Center of Religious
Studies of the Russian State University, an expert on religioagaibrized Jehovah’s Witnesses as a
Christian group whose zealous preaching activity is carriednoobedience to Christ's command to
preach and make disciples. Professor Shaburov stated that the biainbgoting prosecutor in order to

hinder Jehovah’s Witnesses would actually only help them in their preaching activity

Appearing as the final witness was a former Moscow regidealuty, Vadim losafovich
Dedyanin, whose wife and two sons are Jehovah's Witnesses. Heddbat their religious beliefs,
although different from his own, in no way interfere with theirifgriife and have only contributed to

his sons growing up to be normal, contemporary people with knowledge on a wide rangecté.subje

Final oral reading of testimony was presented on March 4 and B actieduled to continue
when the trial resumes on Wednesday, March 10, 2004. Final argumemtspacted to be heard

when the oral reading is concluded.

For more information on thistrial, see the following links:

European Court of Human Rights

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe

U.S. State Department International Religious Freedom Report 2003

Local English-speaking contact: Christian Presber
Telephone: +7 (911) 944-4087 (within Russia 8 (911) 944-4087)

Local Russian-speaking contact Vasily Kalin,
Telephone: +7 (916) 680-1779 (within Russia 8 (916) 680-1779)

Address of the Golovinsky Intermunicipal District Court:
ul. Zoi i Aleksandra Kosmodem'yanskikh, 31/2, Moscow
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